








 

 
 
 
February 13, 2023 
 
 
Hon. Michael S. Regan 
EPA Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
Re: Letter of Support – City of New Orleans Application to SWIFR Grant Program 
 
Dear Administrator Regan, 
 
Audubon Delta is the regional office of the National Audubon Society, encompassing the states 
of Arkansas, Louisiana, and Mississippi, and representing close to 40,000 members. The 
National Audubon Society protects birds and the places they need, today and tomorrow, 
throughout the Americas using science, advocacy, education, and on-the-ground conservation. 
Audubon has had a presence on the Gulf Coast for nearly a century and is invested thoroughly 
in the region.  
 
We are contacting you today in support of the application from the City of New Orleans for the 
Solid Waste Infrastructure For Recycling (SWIFR) Program. The City’s proposed project will 
increase recycling in the city through additional residential recycling carts, solid waste planning, 
and educational outreach. 
 
Organic waste in the City’s trash and sewage is the source of about 6% of their community-wide 
greenhouse gas emissions. Currently, the City estimates that under 5% of recyclable materials 
are recycled and diverted from residential and commercial waste streams. The City’s latest 
Climate Action Plan calls for significant investment in both infrastructure and public education to 
increase this waste diversion rate, with a goal of reaching a 25% recycling rate by 2030.   
 
Through this project, the City plans to expand its current residential curbside recycling collection 
program to all eligible households that have not already opted into the service. This will ensure 
universal and equitable access to curbside recycling and is anticipated to provide recycling 
access to about 74,000 new households. In addition, the city is proposing to develop a 10-year 
Solid Waste Master Plan (SWMP) that will develop a comprehensive waste diversion strategy 
and roadmap for the city. The SWMP will at a minimum include an evaluation of regional 
recycling processing infrastructure and capacity, explore opportunities and needs to allow for 
organics diversion including food waste, and propose infrastructure and policy needs to ensure 
waste diversion is happening in multifamily and commercial operations. Finally, the City will 
work with national and community partners to educate residents on the benefits of recycling and 
what should be recycled in their residential carts.  
 
Thank you for your time and careful consideration of this proposal.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brent Newman 
Senior Policy Director, Audubon Delta  
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February 13, 2023  

 

Hon. Michael S. Regan 

EPA Administrator 

Environmental Protection Agency 

Office of the Administrator 1101A 

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, DC 20460 

 

RE: Letter of Support—City of New Orleans Application to SWIFR Grant Program 

 

Dear Administrator Regan, 

 

I am contacting you today in support of the application from the City of New Orleans for the 

Solid Waste Infrastructure For Recycling (SWIFR) Program. The City’s proposed project will 

increase recycling in the city through additional residential recycling carts, solid waste planning, 

and educational outreach. 

Organic waste in the City’s trash and sewage is the source of about 6% of their community-wide 

greenhouse gas emissions. Currently, the City estimates that under 5% of recyclable materials 

are recycled and diverted from residential and commercial waste streams. The City’s latest 

Climate Action Plan calls for significant investment in both infrastructure and public education 

to increase this waste diversion rate, with a goal of reaching a 25% recycling rate by 2030. 

Through this project, the City plans to expand its current residential curbside recycling collection 

program to all eligible households that have not already opted into the service. This will ensure 

universal and equitable access to curbside recycling and is anticipated to provide recycling 

access to about 74,000 new households. In addition, the city is proposing to develop a 10-year 

Solid Waste Master Plan (SWMP) that will develop a comprehensive waste diversion strategy 

and roadmap for the city. The SWMP will at a minimum include an evaluation of regional 

recycling processing infrastructure and capacity, explore opportunities and needs to allow for 

organics diversion including food waste, and propose infrastructure and policy needs to ensure 

waste diversion is happening in multifamily and commercial operations. Finally, the City will 

work with national and community partners to educate residents on the benefits of recycling and 

what should be recycled in their residential carts. 

 

Thank you for your time and careful consideration of this proposal. 

 

Sincerely, 

Arthur Johnson 

Arthur Johnson, CEO 

http://www.sustainthenine.org/
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February 10, 2023 
 
Hon. Michael S. Regan 
EPA Administrator 
Environmental Protection Agency 
Office of the Administrator 1101A 
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20460 
 
RE: Letter of Support—City of New Orleans Application to SWIFR Grant Program 
 
Dear Administrator Regan,  
 
I am contacting you today, on behalf of Greater New Orleans, Inc., in support of the application by the City of 
New Orleans to the Solid Waste Infrastructure for Recycling (SWIFR) Program.  The City’s proposed project 
will increase recycling by deploying additional residential recycling carts, advancing solid waste planning, and 
conducting educational outreach.  Critically, the project proposes to develop a 10-year Solid Waste Master 
Plan (SWMP) for the city that will articulate a comprehensive waste diversion strategy and roadmap.  
 
The SWMP will be an important tool to reduce emissions and enhance public benefits to residents of New 
Orleans.  Moreover, the SWMP can actually act to attract new economic engines and grow employment.  
Greater New Orleans, Inc. is the regional economic development for the ten parishes of Southeast Louisiana.  
We regularly receive interest from various industries about the reuse of municipal waste.   This includes 
bioeconomy research and development prospects, demonstrating the reuse of waste into bio-based 
products, like bioplastics.  Waste-to-energy facilities, including biogas and renewable fuels, are also 
developing throughout Louisiana.  Not only is energy a key sector for our organization, but we are stewards 
of our historic food and beverage industry.  There may be opportunities to unite regional food manufacturing 
facilities’ byproducts and leverage municipal waste to power new thriving sectors. 
 
The SWMP will include an evaluation of regional recycling processing infrastructure and capacity currently, 
while exploring opportunities and needs to allow for organics diversion, including food waste.  The SWMP will 
also propose infrastructure improvements and policy reform to ensure that waste diversion is happening in 
multifamily and commercial operations.  So, the SWMP can both connect residents and businesses with 
efficient waste management and allow for that same waste’s lifecycle to extend, and become part of 
innovative sustainable solutions, while strengthening our region’s economy.  
 
Currently, the City estimates that under 5% of recyclable materials are recycled and diverted from residential 
and commercial waste streams. The City’s latest Climate Action Plan calls for significant investment in both 
infrastructure and public education to increase this waste diversion rate, with a goal a 25% rate by 2030.   
Through this project, the City plans to expand its residential curbside recycling collection program to all 
eligible households not already participating.  This will provide recycling access for about 74,000 new 
households, achieving universal and equitable access to curbside recycling.  Thus, I thank you for careful 
consideration of this proposal to advance our region’s sustainability and economy. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Michael Hecht 
President & CEO 






